Traditions of Men

Mark 7:7 Howbeit in vain [unsuccessful search] do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 
A tradition begins when someone’s interpretation is accepted by others and passed down through the generations.  They often begin with ones that are highly esteem or respected the most.  No one is above error.  I have found that there are many so called great men of God who have a God given revelation of the word in areas. In other areas however their teaching is based on a tradition.  They themselves are a mixture of revelation and tradition. 

Bible commentaries and even translations reflect the mindset that the author or translator filters the scriptures with.  

If religious leaders of Christ’s time could invalidate the word of God for the sake of tradition, is it not possible today?  The church is not immune.   Traditions endure for generations, are highly revered, and are extremely difficult to change.  There are no harder forms of error to confront and correct.  When Paul and Steven declared to their fellow Israelites that God’s mercy extended to the Gentiles, they were stoned. 

If we refuse to acknowledge any inconsistencies in our beliefs, how will we ever know? We have gotten this idea that if we question the accepted ideas of religion, we lack faith.  If we have a question concerning God’s word or what others seem to be saying, God wants us to seek His answers.  He does not want us to have “blind faith.” 

Isaiah 45:11 Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.
When we don’t have a correct understanding of God because our concepts of God are based on traditions of men, we  often become frustrated and lash out God because what we seem to know doesn’t work. 

Isaiah 45:9 Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, what makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands? 

Isaiah 45:10 Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth? 
Confronting our Tradition

The Bereans searched the scriptures when they heard the word to determine if what they heard were right words.
Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

Acts 17:11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 
The Word encourages us to do the same.
1Thessalonians 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
2Tmothyi 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2Ti 2:16  But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 

2Ti 2:17  And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 
Luke 12:57 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?
Jesus came against the Pharisees because their traditions opposed the Word of God and made it ineffective.

Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 

Matthew 15:6  . . . . .  Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 

Matthew 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
Matthew 15:7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 

Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 

This scripture was taken from Isaiah 29:13:

Isaiah 29:13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:
Isaiah 29:13 is warning us about a fear toward God taught by the commandment of men. We have been taught to fear God and to fear the consequences that come our way by God’s hand if we do not meet his criteria!  Could the traditional teaching concerning hell be just such a commandment?  It removes our hearts far from God.  Our affection toward God has been affected by this doctrine.  Has the thought that God might punish you or your loved ones forever in hell ever hindered your love toward Him?  This understanding seriously affects understanding of God, including our whole outlook on life and how we relate to people.

Romans 15:18  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 

